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The AI Bust Before the Boom
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What I carry forward into…

Carbon capture, net-zero, hydrogen, pipeline, & 
now AI data center objectives are red herrings.

Follow Land Stewardship & Treaty Laws

Polluter pay & restorative justice is the way!

Industry misleads & controls governments, 
regulators, stake & right holders.

Water (not energy) needs to be central 
in decision-making. 

Public disruption & redirection are required to 
move us in the right direction.
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Meta & Beacon AI in Sturgeon 
County:

Impacts on Polluter Pay

Beacon AI Centers Heartland 
Project 

4 km

920

Beacon AI

Natural gas power plant

2025-12-14

A natural gas power plant using 200 gas 
turbines to generate a maximum of 920 
mW of electricity, using the nearby Atco 
Gas line. No mention of combined cycle 
approach. Suggests this power will be 
used on 4 data centre facilities not yet 
defined in this project’s scope.



6

🫠🫠And a $13B meta one was just announced 🫠🫠 ya 
know, the company that just poisoned a bunch of people at a 
different data centre location 

BEACON AI DATA CENTRE Red Flags
❑ The UCP government approved Beacon Data Centres 

Incorporated to build $10 billion worth of AI data centres 
across Alberta. 

❑ Two listed directors with Calgary addresses are actually Irish 
→ linked to an Irish Lord?

❑ Two other companies anchored in New York are claimed to 
be different but involve the same people. 

❑ A business address that is a PO box in the Cayman Islands 
(PO Boxes linked to the Epstein files). 

❑ Businesses incorporated in Delaware, a state that hides 
corporate ownership information.

❑ Agriculture Minister RJ Sigurdson altered the Water Act to 
allow data centres to access groundwater without EIA. 

❑ The project’s vice chair is Ken Hughes, a former 
conservative MP and MLA in Calgary.

https://www.instagram.com/p/DalbYsjPU_P/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DalbYsjPU_P/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DalbYsjPU_P/
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Danielle Smith announces deal with Meta to build new AI 
data centre in Alberta

Meta Promises & Comments
❑ Largest Meta facility outside US (33 football 

fields)
❑ 1GW (1 million homes) 🡪 CPU to GPU
❑ Only $250 million/yr in annual tax revenue
❑ GOA preferential tax incentives while Meta 

(top 7) is cash flow negative.
❑ Using a closed-loop cooling system 🡪 

contamination & 12x more water
❑ Operating at 45 degrees C 🡪 evaporation
❑ A 2030+ cogeneration gas plant (not 

renewable, not Meta operated) is to offset 
potential power grid demand today

❑ Meta embraces “industrial zoning” 
environmental standards 🡪 Bet!

❑ Offsets & conservation will NOT lead to 
cleaner water for Sturgeon County

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tKgRavKqns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tKgRavKqns
https://www.investing.com/analysis/the-mag-7-trade-is-ending--the-ai-cashflow-divorce-is-just-beginning-200682855
https://www.investing.com/analysis/the-mag-7-trade-is-ending--the-ai-cashflow-divorce-is-just-beginning-200682855
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jul/08/meta-datacenter-ai-wyoming-water


Aug 20, 2025 

Sources: 
The Energy Mix, PMO’s Office, Global National, Fortune, What to Fix & Desmog

https://www.theenergymix.com/70b-wonder-valley-project-still-a-mirage-as-olearys-ai-dream-stalls-in-alberta/
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2026/06/04/prime-minister-carney-launches-ai-all-canadas-new-national-artificial
https://globalnews.ca/news/11896143/alberta-cheap-natural-gas-data-centers-environment/
https://fortune.com/2026/06/29/bis-central-bank-warning-hyperscaler-data-center-1-trillion-gamble-recession/
https://www.whattofix.tech/publications/demonetizing-disinformers-enforcement-in-practice/
https://www.desmog.com/2026/07/23/absurdly-high-alberta-considering-almost-21-gw-of-gas-powered-data-centres/


❑ Create new dumping entities: 
Harvest Co. & Closure Co. 

❑ Repurposing sites to avoid cleanup

❑ Reducing reclamation standards

❑ Leaving some wells unplugged

❑ “Additional financial support” 

❑ Politicize the surface rights board

❑ AI Data Centres provide natural gas market profitability 

An industry wish list

Slide Courtesy of
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Mature Asset Strategy (MAS)
April 14, 2026 Session 

BOE Report 

https://www.youtube.com/live/beUwXTEtoDk?t=1974s
https://boereport.com/2026/08/05/the-shallow-gas-conundrum-an-asset-too-great-to-lose/


Sturgeon County O&G Liabilities
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Data from: https://www.aer.ca/data-and-performance-reports/data-hub/well-status

AI Data Centres Delay Polluter Pay

11Slide courtesy of
Clean Up Your Mess
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$300B+ 
environmental 

liabilities

$150M in unpaid 
rent to 

landowners

*$250M+ 
in unpaid municipal 

property taxes
Note: no guaranteed 
the GOA will make 

Meta PayThe AI Bust Before the Boom | Jenny 
Yeremiy, P. Geoph
Clean Up Your Mess
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Not paying what they owe



14Berkeley Lab 2024 United States Data Centre Energy Usage Report  

Alberta Energy Regulator 2024 Water Use Report

Industrial water  use — in real life

66 billion liters

2024 Electricity Generation Water Use
ENMAX 6.9 billion liters

ATCO 1.2 billion liters
TransAlta 25 billion liters

EPCOR, Heartland, & FortisAlberta 
water data is included in AER totals

https://eta-publications.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/lbnl-2024-united-states-data-center-energy-usage-report_1.pdf
https://www.aer.ca/data-and-performance-reports/industry-performance/water-use-performance/water-use
https://assets.enmax.com/api/public/content/715a61dc59cc4d858d01294ca0fd78ee
https://www.atco.com/content/dam/atco-website/en-ca/web/assets/sustainability/2024-cul-esg-datasheet.pdf
https://docs.publicnow.com/viewDoc?filename=40947%5CEXT%5CFB75897968F1899187B29A655275BBA9B502A6EC_AB399B0C55EBE6FCF69590BB8A5605240B3D24C0.PDF


Industrial water  use — IRL conʼt
❑ Water is 80% of energy costs

❑ Various sources require more energy

❑ Irrigation is the biggest user in 
California & Alberta

❑ Water usage varies by energy source

❑ Wind & solar are the lowest water users by far
❑ Nuclear, nat gas, & combined-cycle gas are the 

worst
Effects of the Energy Transition on Water Resources–NASEM 

https://www.youtube.com/live/29pUq7KoAEI
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Albertans want polluters to pay
Polling results

“Albertans don’t agree on a lot these days,” says pollster Janet 
Brown, “but our research shows you overwhelmingly want the oil 
and gas industry to pay their bills.”

Slide Courtesy of
Clean Up Your Mess 16



● 15 companies own
HALF the problem

● CNRL alone owns 
nearly 25% 

● Green = oilsands 
companies

Company Aging Wells % of Total

CNRL 61,132 23.61
Torxen Energy 16,253 6.28
IPC Canada 13,851 5.35
Cenovus 13,015 5.03
Ember Resources 11,350 4.38
Canlin Energy 7440 2.87
Obsidian 5004 1.93
Imperial Oil 4986 1.93
Tourmaline 3675 1.42
TAQA North 3420 1.32
Suncor 3338 1.29
Sequoia 2753 1.06
West Lake 2404 0.93
Baytex 2352 0.91
ConocoPhillips 1332 0.51
Top 15 Companies 152,305 54.11
Alberta Total 258,961

Bad actors

Slide courtesy of
Clean Up Your Mess 17



C4RE taking action!

Slide courtesy of
Clean Up Your Mess 18



Build 
Solidarity Organize CelebrateEducate
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Activate & 
Intake

Take the Lead with Us!JOIN



For more info, email: jenny@thegravitywell.net
JOIN C4RE: CleanUpYourMess.ca 

JOIN

❑ Create new for public, by the public water agency

❑ High-grading industrial sites for clean up and closure

❑ Ban private-for-profit and gas-fired AI Data Centres 
(O&G expansion), price water and pollution accurately.

My wish list



Join Public Interest Alberta’s

    Referendum Campaign!

Go to albertareferendum2026.org to participate or lead.  

https://www.albertareferendum2026.org/



